our friendship. Is it not strange that they should ask for
it? At this moment of the Empire's history they ask the
Green Faction to cease to agitate for a state of things
other than the existing state. Is it strange that we should
ask, why they should choose this moment? Did they
offer peace some years ago when the Green Faction,
despairing of redress, took up arms to fight for it? No
peace was offered nor invited then; now it is offered; it
may be had. Why? We ask why?

"In asking, we must consider the present situation. In
Persia on our Eastern frontier we have a powerful and
proud sovereign, the Persian King, who disbelieves the
words of our Ruler which have been belied by his acts."
There were cries from Blue supporters of: <:No, no, it
is not so". He smiled and said: "But my friends and
fellow-citizens, it is so. I have had the honour of talking
with that sovereign. I have seen with my own eyes our
fortresses built upon his frontiers in defiance of our
pledged word and solemn treaty. I have but newly
come from Persia. What can you expect from such
treachery but hostility? How can you blame,him for
suspecting us, and for arming to forbid any further act
of treachery? It was common knowledge in Persia
when I was there, so zealously are our State secrets
kept that our Emperor meant to invade Persia in the
spring, and was already gathering his army along the
coasts of Asia Minor ready to attack as soon as sailing
recommenced. The positions and composition of our
forces were known, as also the interesting fact that the
Emperor's nephew, a man perhaps more learned m
Church History and the complexities of obsolete laws
than in the conduct of war, was appointed to command,
and had even started upon his journey."

Here the Blues interjected cries of: <4Stop all this